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CONFIDENTIAL PHNOM PENH 9657 

E. O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: MOPS, PFOR, CB 

SUBJECT: MOVEMENT ON GKR POW CAMP AT KOH KONG 

L FOLLOWING MONTHS OF STALLING PRINCIPALLY OVER WHO 
SHOULD FURNISH GUARDS, IT NOW APPEARS THAT THE POW CAMP 
WILL SHORTLY BE PUT INTO OPERATION. NEW GENDARMERIE 
NATIONAL COMMANDER HEM SAVETH HAS DETAILED 120 MEN TO 
SERVE AS GUARDS AT GKR KOH KONG POW CAMP LOCATED ON SEA- 
COAST NEAR THE THAI BORDER. ONE HUNDRED GUARDS ARE 
ALREADY IN PLACE AND THE REMAINING TWENTY ARE DUE TO 
ARRIVE SEPTEMBER 13. 

2. POW CAMP CAMMANDER MAJ. SOK RODEN, WHO HAS LONG 
BEEN PRODDING HIS SUPERIORS TO MAKE GUARDS AVAILABLE, 
WILL PUT THEM THROUGH TWO- WEEK TRAINING PERIOD DESIGNED 
TO HELP ENSURE THAT POWS WILL BE TREATED IN ACCORDANCE 
CONFIDENTIAL 
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WITH GENEVA CONVENTION. RODEN HAS BEEN IN CONTINUING 
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CONTACT WITH ICRC PERMREP PEREZ, AND WE ANTICIPATE 
GENERALLY COOPERATIVE GKR RESPONSE TO ICRC SUGGESTIONS 
AND INITIATIVES. 

3. PRESENT PLANS CALL FOR MOVING PRISONERS FROM THEIR 
PRESENT LOCATIONS BY KHMER AIR FORCE PLANE TO KOH KONG 
IN EARLY OCTOBER. EMBOFF WILL VISIT CAMP BOTH PRIOR 

TO AND FOLLOWING POWS' ARRIVAL. ICRC'S PEREZ EXPECTED 
TO VISIT CAMP AFTER POWS ARRIVE. 

4. WE ARE URGING GKR OFFICIALS TO PREPARE ADVANCE PRESS 
POLICY IN ORDER ANTICIPATE NEWSMEN'S QUESTIONS AND. TO 
EXTENT POSSIBLE, GAIN FAVORABLE PUBLICITY FOR KR S ADHER- 
ENCE TO GENEVA CONVENTION. EMBASSY INTENDS FOLLOW CLOSELY 
DEVELOPMENTS AT KOH KONG POW CAMP. 

ENDERS 


CONFIDENTIAL 
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